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« Parents!

As a mum of three navigating the school run just like you, | know how
overwhelming Singapore's education scene can feel. With so many excellent
options out there, especially international schools, how do you even begin to
find the right fit for your child?

That question is exactly why the HoneyKids Asia team put together this
Education Guide. Consider this your one-stop resource for everything
education-related in Singapore, from curriculum and costs, to fitting in a
new school and online safety for kids. We've thrown in some fun ideas too,
because let's face it, keeping the kids entertained during school breaks is a
whole job in itself!

Whether you've just landed in Singapore, are weighing up schooling options,
or simply want to know what family life here has to offer, this guide was made
with you in mind.

Chris Edwards,

Mum to Evie, Louis & Darcy
Founder & CEO of Honeycombers and HoneyKids Asia




Empowering Your Child
Through a Personalised Education

EtonHouse

International School @ Orchard

Opening doors to leading global universities
2026 offers include Imperial College London, UCL and LSE

Internationally

Recognised Representatives Pioneerin
Trusted by 5 of the Reggio oye 5
arents for Programmes — Emilia Approach AL |
P IB PYP, IGCSE, o Mandarin
over 30 years . in Singapore and .
International China Immersion
A-Levels
@ .
Middleton
Book a School Tour PP International Schoo!
for 6 Months to 18 Years Did You Know?

Multiple Campuses Islandwide EtonHouse also operates

Middleton, a moderate fee
school from Nursery 2
to High School.

etonhouse.edu.sg

EtonHouse International School | PEI Registration Number: 199801737E | Period of Registration: 16 December 2022 to 15 December 2026
Edutrust Singapore Cert Number: EDU-2-2067 | Validity Period: 6 June 2024 to 5 June 2028



wrerioht
g Currl Culum for your child?

Our guide to international school curricula is here to help!

Making your choice for an international school but feeling overwhelmed by the various
curricula? Choosing the right curriculum means looking at what best supports your child’s
learning style — and keeping potential future relocations in mind.

To help you navigate the options, we've put together a clear, easy-to-understand overview
of the curricula offered by international schools in Singapore.



American

Schools that offer the American curriculum are supported by the AERO

standards, which is issued by the US State Department’s Office of Overseas
Schools. Known for its flexibility and academic rigour, this curriculum is
inquiry-based and student-centred. At the high school level, students can
make their own course choices.

Students following the national curriculum of UK go through five key

stages, with the GCSE happening in the fourth key stage (Years 10-11) and
A Levels in the final stage (Years 12-13). Core subjects include English
literacy, mathematics and numeracy, science, art, music, drama, physical
education, and religious education.

IB is an international curriculum that's considered to be the gold standard
by many educational institutions. It aims to develop students academically,
emotionally, and socially; and is said to result in better chances of
admission into top universities. Watch our video on how you can tell if the
IB is the right choice for your child!

Originally based on the UK O-Level examinations, the content of the course
has been adapted to suit the needs of international students who are not
studying in the UK, or will be taking a different course in their final years of
school. IGCSE is considered to be excellent preparation for A-Levels and
IBDP subject courses.



http://projectaero.org/
https://www.gov.uk/national-curriculum
https://honeykidsasia.com/international-baccalaureate-curriculum/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-upper-secondary/cambridge-igcse/

INTERNATIONAL FRENCH
SCHOOL SINGAPORE (IFS)

Essential Information

1967 3-18 years ifs.edu.sg
3000 Ang Mo Kio Avenue 3, 8:30am - 3:35pm Call +65 6805 0000; or
S569928. email inscription@ifs.edu.sg

WHAT LOVES ABOUT THIS SCHOOL

IFS is a multilingual and multicultural school with over 70+ nationalities, offering
a unique French-English bilingual framework (including Mandarin).

It's part of the AEFE French schools network with 600 schools, giving families
hassle-free transferability and access to top global universities.

Tuition fees are affordable and highly competitive, and students have access to a
premium international education alongside robust sports and arts programmes.

WHY PARENTS LOVE THIS SCHOOL

“IFS isn’t just a school, it’s a truly diverse and multicultural community
where children learn not just through textbooks but experiences. We're
also especially pleased that our children are growing up trilingual, as
IFS teaches French, English, and Mandarin.”

- Vincent Boissac and Nilma Missir, parents of IFS students



https://www.ifs.edu.sg/

http://inscription@ifs.edu.sg

BRILLIANT
MINDS

For children aged 3 to 6
70+ nationalities

Academic excellence

English-language instruction
with French or Mandarin lessons



NEXUS INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL (SINGAPORE)

Essential Information

2011 3-18 years nexus.edu.sg
1 Aljunied Walk, $S387293. 8:15am - 3:15pm (Nursery) Call +65 6536 6566; or email
8:15am - 3:20pm admissions@nexus.edu.sg

(Primary and Secondary)

WHAT LOVES ABOUT THIS SCHOOL

Nexus' 2026 IBDP graduates gained an average score of 35.8 (well above global
average), with two learners achieving perfect scores and another two scoring
44/45.

This is a truly international school where everyone feels like they belong. Over 60
nationalities call Nexus home, with no single nationality over 20%.

lts new Principal, Karrie Dietz, brings 30+ years of experience in IB schools
across Asia.

WHY PARENTS LOVE THIS SCHOOL

‘Nexus' vibrant community has truly become a home away from home
for us. We've watched our twins grow in confidence, independence,
and curiosity. The teachers make us feel truly heard, supporting our
boys and meeting our queries with openness.”

- Suchi and Vikas, parents of Nexus learners Ritvik and Rudra (Year 1)



https://www.nexus.edu.sg/
http://admissions@nexus.edu.sg

DISGOVER A TRULY

INTERNATIONAL SGHOOL

WHERE EVERY CULTURE BELONGS

No single nationality makes up more than 20% of our community
at Nexus. With over 60 nationalities represented, our learners

BOOK ATOURTO
VISIT OUR CAMPUS NEXUS

INTERNATIONAL
——SCHOOL——

SINGAPORE

www.nexus.edu.sg

CPE Registration No. 201009668C, 21 March 2023 to 20 March 2027




ST. JOSEPH'S INSTITUTION
INTERNATIONAL PRESCHOOL

Essential Information

2024 7am - /pm sji-internationalpreschool.com.sg
(operational hours)
9am - 5pm
49A Holland Road, S258850. (programme hours) Call +65 6908 4520; or email

admin@siji-internationalpre
school.com.s

3-6 years

WHAT LOVES ABOUT THIS SCHOOL

SJI International Preschool uses an inquiry-based approach to learning,
strengthened with a bilingual programme, outdoor learning, and excellent
pastoral care.

Children benefit from the preschool's aquaponics programme, which teaches
them about sustainability, science, and teamwork through exploration and play in
the aquaponics garden.

The preschool campus has two state-of-the-art buildings surrounded by natural
greenery, with the second building — Santo Bambino — completing in end-2026.

WHY PARENTS LOVE THIS SCHOOL

“We appreciate that everyone in SJI International Preschool — from

the principal to the administrative staff — takes time to speak to the
children and understand their needs. Both our children have grown and
blossomed since joining the preschool.”

- David and Stella Chang, parents of SJI International Preschool students



https://www.sji-internationalpreschool.com.sg/
http://admin@sji-internationalpreschool.com.sg
http://admin@sji-internationalpreschool.com.sg

Appllcatlons At SJI International Preschool, children grow with

confidence in a nurturing environment where curiosity is

encouraged, kindness is modelled, and joyful discovery
are now open for o)

For children ages 3—6, learning unfolds through
meaningful classroom experiences, rich outdoor
exploration, and our renowned hands-on aquaponics
programme. With caring teachers and a strong pastoral
foundation supported by The Virtues Project™, every
child feels known, valued, and empowered to flourish.

Enquire/Visit/Apply @
www. sji-internationalpreschool.com.sg

De La Salle

49A Holland Road, Singapore 258850 | + 65 6908 4520
Christian

Brothers St. Joseph's Institution International Preschool Ltd.
Co. Reg & GST No. 202301908N




UNITED WORLD COLLEGE OF
SOUTH EAST ASIA (UWCSEA)

Essential Information

1971 8am - 2pm uwcsea.edu.sg
(infant school)
8am - 3pm
1207 Dover Road, S139654. (junior, middle, and high school) Call +65 6774 2653 /-
1 Tampines Street 73, $528704. +65 6305 5353; or email
After-school activities programme admissions@uwcsea.edu.sg
until 4.30pm

3-18 years

WHAT LOVES ABOUT THIS SCHOOL

UWCSEA weaves five elements — academics, activities, outdoor education,
personal and social education, and services — into its holistic K-12 learning
programme.

Students learn alongside 6,000+ peers from over 100 countries, with over 80
languages spoken, across two campuses.

The school's graduates have gained entrance into top universities around the
world, equipped with skills to pursue peace, sustainability, and become agents of
change.

WHY PARENTS LOVE THIS SCHOOL

"“UWCSEA stood out because it offers a rare balance. Children are
allowed to stay curious, ask questions, meet people from different
backgrounds, and build their own understanding of the world; all while
focusing on academics and building confidence.”

- Zinan, parent of UWCSEA East students



https://www.uwcsea.edu.sg/
http://admissions@uwcsea.edu.sg

Find out what makes

2 September-2 October

UWCSEA OPEN HOUSE
Zonléler viow!
}El

-

2 6 10

CAMPUSES WEBINARS EVENTS




muCh , Tuition fees are just the tip

do international @
schools (really) cost

of the iceberg...

Your kids' education isn't something to be taken lightly, especially so if you're thinking of
enrolling them in international school. They're usually more expensive than local schools,
and that's not including administration as well as other costs (transport, uniform, etc.).

These are the annual costs to consider (in rough estimates).

School meals (school meal plans or canteen) Transportation (school-appointed buses)
S$900 - S$1,800 S$1,300 — S$5,700

Uniform
S$150 — SS$300 a set Annual tuition fees

School programmes (co-curricular activities, Administration fees (application,
field trips, learning support, etc.) enrolment, facility, exams, etc.)
S$1,500 - S$5,500 S$2,000 - S$7,000

*Note: Dependent on the number of co-curricular *Note: Some of these may be one-off
activities your kid signs up for; or the type of and payable only at enrolment.
support needed.

Cost-saving tips:
% Apply during school open days as there may be enrollment offers.
» Take advantage of sibling discounts (some even up to 25%).
% Look out for uniform resale programmes by the school or parent community.
% Commute via public transport if possible, or carpool if you know of schoolmates
who live nearby.
% Pack lunch boxes from home.
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https://honeykidsasia.com/kids-lunchbox-ideas-and-inspiration/

WHERE EVERY CLASS

FOLLOWS CURIOSITY

EDUCATION ROOTED IN PLAY, CURIOSITY AND CONNECTION

At DCIS, we follow children’s interests to build projects that matter to them, thoughtfully linking
curiosity to strong academic foundations. This leads to deeper engagement and more meaningful
learning. No two classes are ever the same, because each child’s curiosity shapes the journey.

(1
Our children have hgd the most incredible Iing-up Learh more or visit us at
of teachers. They skip off to school every morning
full of excitement for what the day holds. - . www.dovercourt.edu.sg
or call +65 6775 7664
Gemma Alexander,
DCIS Parent since 2022 %

Dover Court International School (Pte) Ltd is registered with the Skills and Workforce Development Agency (SWDA) | PEI Registration No: 197100313E | Registration Period: 05/07/2023 to 04/07/2027




Extra

Here's everything you need to know about

Support

early intervention centres and schools
with learning support in Singapore

Early interavention centres

Local and special education (SPED)
schools

Planning to enrol your child into a local
school? The good news: local mainstream
schools have a Special Education Needs
Officer on-site, and are able to support
children with specific special needs like
ADHD, dyslexia, hearing loss, mild autism
spectrum disorder, physical impairment
and visual impairment.

Families of children with various special
needs may apply to join a SPED school,
where they will follow the Singapore
curriculum that's tailored to the SPED
curriculum Framework. Do note that while
international students may apply, priority
IS given to Singapore citizens.

Early Intervention
Programme for Infants &
Children

excellent private early
intervention centres

International schools

While all international schools do offer
some form of |learning support, not all
have special education pathways. Schools
that have such pathways usually have
on-site therapists and experts (or work
with external agencies that provide similar
services) and dedicated facilities that
cater to children with special learning
needs.

International schools with special
education support:

# Dover Court International School

# International French School (Singapore)
# Melbourne International School

® The GUILD International College

# The Winstedt School
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https://www.moe.gov.sg/special-educational-needs/school-support/primary-schools
https://www.moe.gov.sg/special-educational-needs/school-support/primary-schools
https://honeykidsasia.com/international-schools-in-singapore-with-learning-support/
https://www.enablingguide.sg/im-looking-for-disability-support/therapy-intervention/early-intervention-programme-for-infants-children
https://www.enablingguide.sg/im-looking-for-disability-support/therapy-intervention/early-intervention-programme-for-infants-children
https://www.enablingguide.sg/im-looking-for-disability-support/therapy-intervention/early-intervention-programme-for-infants-children
https://honeykidsasia.com/early-intervention-centres-singapore-special-needs/
https://honeykidsasia.com/early-intervention-centres-singapore-special-needs/
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BESTSCHOOL FOR DIVERSITY AND INCLUSIVE
LEARNING SUPPORT COMMUNITY AWARD

’ Overseas Family School

A Balanced, Supportive
International School
Experience in Singapore

Since 1991, OFS has welcomed families into a

warm international school community, with

year-round admissions, globally recognised

pathways, Mother Tongue support, and a

balaonced approach to learning and
wellbeing.

° Pre-K to Grade 12 Pathway

& cGlobally recognised curriculum

@ Inclusive community of 65+ nationalities
@ 15+ Mother Tongue Programs

Q English Acquisition Program (SPP)

& sports, arts, leadership & service

@ i1sland-wide bus coverage

campus tour and see the
OFS difference

[\' Registered with

o . . reetions 'y n 'y i %F CAMBRIDGE
CQ & ICO \rutrernat\ong\ Middle Years Dlp|0ma “ Intemational Education nozr St niﬁgﬁig‘rﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁn
Ea rs Primary 0 Programme 9 Programme (swoa)
'\j Curriculum “ * "

Curriculum

Registered with Skills & Workforce Development Agency (SWDA)
Overseas Family School LTD. | Registration Number: 199104269R | Registration Period: 1/09/2023 - 31/08/2027




Don’t worry if your child
isn’t fluent in English, as

* . .
English language = mzrermenze:
programmes to help students

Supp Ort settle and follow the curriculum.

Diversity is celebrated and recognised in international schools in Singapore. Though most
use English as the main language of instruction, schools also understand that this may
not be every student’s first language.

As such, many schools have English language support programmes to help non-native
English speakers meet the curriculum’s language requirements. Some even go as far as to
help students build confidence in the language and settle into school life.

What to expect from English language support programmes
by international schools

English language support programmes may differ in structure and duration
according to schools. But they all share a common goal in helping your child
achieve the necessary English proficiency level in the shortest time possible.

Usually, schools would group students according to their existing English
proficiency level. This allows students to learn alongside peers of similar language
abilities, and teachers are able to provide more targeted support.

Students who just started learning English may be placed in specialised classes;
whereas those with basic or slightly advanced language skills may follow
mainstream classes with support from a dedicated English language teacher.

Some international schools that offer English language support programmes:

Global Indian International School
International Community School (Singapore)
Overseas Family School

XCL World Academy

Rest assured that you will receive regular reports
about your child’'s progress from their teachers.
However, don't be shy to approach them to ask for
more updates and tips on how you can support your
child at home.
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https://honeykidsasia.com/giis-english-language-support/
https://honeykidsasia.com/ell-programme-ics-singapore/
https://honeykidsasia.com/ofs-language-programmes/
https://honeykidsasia.com/xwa-foundational-english-programme/

AWARD-WINNING EXCELLENCE
Recognised by HoneyKids Asia in 2025 for:

* Best New Campus
» Diversity & Inclusion
e Most Affordable International School

@ www.perse.edu.sg Nursery to Senior School
The Perse School (Singapore)
. +65 62332183 PEI Registration number: 202406051R

- . Period of registration: 4 October 2024 to 3 October 2028
X admissions@perse.edu.sg

® 58 Chestnut Drive $679301

A Truly Diverse School
with 60+ Nationalities
and No Single
Dominant Nationality

B Boumn

SINGAPORE
Cambridge International School




ycl;luerI klllgls make
friends 2=

Moving countries is a lot. Moving countries and
then walking into a classroom where everyone
already has a best friend is another thing entirely,
and your child is doing it with a fraction of your
coping tools.

The good news is that the research is on your side.
Developmental psychologist Gary Ladd's landmark
study of children starting school found that those
who made a friend early on liked school more and
performed better across the year, while friendship
quality worked as a buffer against the stress of
transition. Friendship, in other words, is not a
nice-to-have. It's infrastructure.

Engineer proximity. Psychologists call it the propinquity effect: we befriend the
people we see repeatedly. Sign your child up for one regular activity, the same class,
the same faces, every week. Repetition does the heavy lifting that charm can't.

Coach the opener, not the friendship. Kids don't need a script for a lifelong
bond. They need one line for Monday: "Can | sit here?" works in every language and
playground on earth.charm can't.

Host early, host small. one classmate, your home, 90 minutes. Research on
children's friendships consistently shows one-on-one time builds closeness faster
than group settings, where new kids tend to hover at the edges.

Watch your own face. Research on family relocation, including Shigehiro Oishi's
work on residential mobility, suggests children's adjustment tracks closely with their
parents’. If you're treating this move as an adventure rather than a loss, they're more
likely to as well.

And give it a term. Studies on friendship formation suggest it takes dozens of hours
together to turn an acquaintance into a friend. Slow is normal. Slow is not failing.

22



AN AMBITIOUS
EDUCATION

Academic Excellence . ) Scanto learn
Sporting Passion more about us
Musical Expression and register

Creative Confidence L _J your interest.
e Innovation & Discovery
And More.

(©) +65 6989 3000 N4 admissions@nlcssingapore.sg www.nlcssingapore.sg

PEI Registration Number: 201621489R | Period of Registration: 25 July 2023 to 24 July 2027
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your kids
never to text

/ Your teen's group chat moved countries with them.
Their judgement about what goes in it should get
/ an upgrade too, because Singapore takes online
conduct seriously, and "everyone was doing it" is not

a defence anywhere. Here's the shortlist worth an
actual conversation, not a lecture.

Anything they shouldn’t show us, their parents.

And yes, that includes nudes. Ever. Including their own. In Singapore,
creating, sending or even possessing intimate images of anyone under
18 is a criminal offence, and that applies to teens sharing images

of themselves or each other. No relationship, no amount of trust,

no disappearing-message app changes this. Screenshots outlive

romances.

Anyone's personal details.

A classmate's address, phone number

or schedule, shared to embarrass or pile
on, can count as doxxing, which is an
offence under Singapore's Protection from
Harassment Act. The test to give

your kid: would that person be

happy you sent it? No? Don't.

"Tokes” about violence.

Bomb jokes, threats sent for
laughs, "I'm going to kill him"
energy. Authorities and schools
here treat these literally, and the
consequences arrive faster than
the punchline. Humour that needs
a disclaimer isn't worth the send.

R




Singapore's scam numbers are sobering, and teens are targets too,
often through "friends" whose accounts have been hijacked. House
rule: one-time passwords get shared with no one. Not a best friend, not
someone claiming to be you.

The pile-on.

Forwarding the embarrassing video, adding the laughing emoji to

the roast thread, voting in the mean poll. Participation is authorship.
Cyberbullying falls under the same harassment laws as the real-world
kind, and schools here act on it.

Anything written angry.

The rule that saves adults' careers works for teens too: type it if you
must, then wait an hour before sending. Texts have no tone, no take-

backs and a permanent paper trail. If it's a big feeling, it deserves a
voice, not a keyboard.

The overall message worth landing: you're not policing them, you're briefing them. New

country, new rules, same goal, which is that nothing they send at 14 should be able to
follow them at 24.




TN
% %g% SPGS INTERNATIONAL

@ | SCHOOL [SINGAPORE|

120 Years of Educational Distinction.
Now in Singapore.

Developed in close partnership with St Paul’s Girls’ School,
the school for academic excellence as ranked by
The Sunday Times for

WHERE
EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE

Opening in January 2027 Join our Founding Community

for Girls and Boys, admissions@spgssingapore.edu.s

PEI Registration Number: 202424074WV | Period of Registration: 21 August 2025 to 20 August 2029



INTERNATIONAL BAGCALAUREATE
OR FOREST SCHOOL?

ONLY AT GESS.

18 MONTHS - 18 YEARS WWW.GESS.EDU.SG

PEI REGISTRATION NUMBER: §72550010G REGISTRATION PERIOD: 22 JUNE, 2023 - 21 JUNE, 2029



Short getaways

from Singapore:

the perk nobody puts in
the relocation brochure

Here's something you learn fast after
moving to Singapore: the best thing
about living here might be what's around
it. Within a few hours you can be on

a Malaysian island, a Thai beach or a
Cambodian temple trail. When the city
starts to feel small (it will, occasionally),
here's where to point yourself. Kids
welcome, but this list works just as well
without them.

< 4
y

Langkawi. Under an hour in the air and you're on white sand. Pelangi Beach Resort
has a swim-up bar for you and Kiki Farm's animal feeding for the kids. Holiday Villa Beach
Resort adds water sports and tennis courts to the mix.

Desaru Coast. About 2.5 hours by coach, and a weekend here can cost less than a
day out on Sentosa. If you'd rather splurge, Anantara and Mandarin Oriental both run daily
kids' activities, which buys you actual downtime.

Rawa Island. A drive to Mersing, a speedboat transfer, and suddenly you're a
castaway with a good mattress. Two resorts, Rawa Island Resort and Alang's Rawa, both
deliver. Around three hours door to door.

Johor Bahru. Under an hour by car, traffic gods willing. Legoland is the headline act,
and the shopping bargains are the encore.

Genting Highlands. Five hours by road, 6,000 feet up, and genuinely cool air, which
will feel like a novelty by month two of living here. SkyWorlds theme park keeps everyone
busy.

28



Indonesia

2intan. Your closest island
neighbour, an hour by ferry. Banyan
Tree Bintan has a private beach,

a kids' club for ages three to ten,

a spa and a golf course. Everyone
gets a lane.

B all. Under three hours by

plane and endlessly rewatchable.
Jimbaran Bay keeps you close to
the airport with beachfront stays
that don't sting, and Club Med Bali
is all-inclusive, so nobody has to
negotiate dinner.

Koh Samul. Under two hours away. Anantara Bophut does five-star luxury on a quiet
stretch of sand, while SALA Samui Chaweng throws in free kayaks, paddleboards and Thai
cooking classes.

Phuket. Private pool villas without the Bangkok. If you like your weekends
eye-watering bill at Avani+ Mai Khao, which  fast, this is the one. Theme parks, markets,
shares facilities with the Anantara across massages, tuk-tuks and food worth the
the road. JW Marriott has one of the best flight alone. Siam Kempinski sits in the city
kids' clubs in Asia. Under two hours by centre with saltwater pools and a kids' club

plane. for under-12s. About two hours away.

29



Philippines

Manila. Around three hours to a city that ~ Around three hours gets you Ho Chi Minh
does not do quiet. Shangri-La at The Fort is  City or Hanoi for a city fix, or Hoi An if you'd

the calm eye of the storm. rather slow rlgh‘[ down. Salinda Resort and
Furama both run packed kids' programmes
Cebu. Under four hours direct. Jpark while you get reacquainted with a book.

Island Resort brings the waterslides

and lazy river, Crimson Mactan brings d
lifeguarded kids' pools and a lovely little
beach. Stretch the trip and swim with whale Camb

sharks at Oslob. .
Siem Reap. Two hours to a UNESCO

Boracay. About three hours to some World Heritage wonder. Base yourself at
of the softest white sand in the region. Shinta Mani Angkor, a few tuk-tuk rides
Movenpick Resort & Spa sits right on it. from Angkor Wat and the markets.

One admin note before you book: visa and entry requirements have shifted since the
pandemic, so check the fine print for your destination, and for your helper if she's
travelling with you.

30



STOPDREAMING
STARTFLYING

At Aeroviation, we nurture aspiring aviation leaders through a
supportive community and a carefully designed curriculum,
fostering an environment for aviators to excel.

Book a Free Consultation + Flight Simulator Trial

30A Kallang Place, #01-02 Scan this QR code to get started

Singapore 339213 Learn More:

Aeroviation Pte. Ltd. UEN: 201809731K Est. 2018 Contact Us:




Singapore is small enough that
nowhere is truly remote, but
where you land still shapes
your life here: your commute,
your weekend, your grocery

bill and how often you actually
meet Singaporeans. Here's

the honest tour, from the
classic expat postcodes to the
neighbourhoods where you'll be
the only foreigner at the coffee
shop, which is exactly the point.

Where to live
in Singapore:

neighbourhoods that work for families

The expat favourites

Robertson Quay.

The grown-up stretch of the Singapore
River, with great brunch and coffee
spots, morning runners, and minus

East Coast (Katong, Joo
Chiat, Marine Parade).

The neighbourhood with a personality.
Peranakan shophouses, the beach and

the party crowds further downstream.
You're minutes from the CBD, which
makes it a favourite for families who
want city living without sacrificing
the weekend stroll. Condo-dense and
walkable, with a soft landing built in.

Bukit Timah.

Green, leafy and quietly competitive.
You're beside the nature reserve,

the Rail Corridor and a remarkable
concentration of family clubs and top
schools, both local and international.
Houses come with gardens and price
tags to match. Best for families
planning to stay a while.

park connector at your doorstep, and
some of the best eating in the country.
It's further from the CBD than it looks
on the map, but ask anyone who lives
East and they'll tell you they're never
moving.

Woodlands.

One reason, and it's a good one: the
Singapore American School. A ready-
made community of families on the
same journey, more space for your

money, and Malaysia ten minutes away
for weekend runs across the Causeway.
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Tiong Bahru.

Art deco walk-ups, one of the best

wet markets and hawker centres in

the city, and independent bookshops
beside decades-old provision stores.
It's compact, central and genuinely
mixed. If you want your kids growing up
knowing their kopi order, start here.

Bishan.

The heartland option estate agents
rarely pitch to newcomers, which is
their loss. Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park

is one of the loveliest in Singapore,

the MRT connections are excellent,

and the local schools are among the
most sought-after in the country. Your
neighbours will be Singaporean families
doing exactly what you're doing.

Serangoon Gardens.

Landed homes, quiet streets, and
Chomp Chomp hawker centre as your
canteen. It has long had a low-key
international community alongside
multi-generation local families, so you
get integration without isolation.

Punggol.

Singapore's newest family town, built
around a waterway park that was
designed for weekend cycling and
toddlers on scooters. Almost everyone
here is a young family, housing is newer
and better value, and the trade-off is
distance: you're a proper commute from
town.

A note on the housing itself

Condos come with pools, playgrounds and instant community, and most expats
start there. But don't rule out renting an HDB flat, which is how about eight in ten
Singaporeans live. They're spacious, well-connected and sit on top of the hawker
centres and markets that make daily life here so easy. Living in one is the fastest
cultural education your family will get, and your rent will thank you.

Wherever you land, apply the local test before you sign: walk to the nearest MRT
station, then the nearest hawker centre, at 6pm on a weekday. If both work for you
at rush hour, this could be your new neighbourhood!
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Where to celebrate

ristmas in
Singapore

PRIRIS

Your first tropical Christmas takes some recalibrating. It's 31 degrees, the snow is
foam, and yet Singapore commits to the season harder than most cold-weather cities
you've lived in. Christmas is a public holiday here, celebrated well beyond the Christian
community, and the city treats December like a production.

Here's where to point the family.

Orchard Road

The headline act. The full stretch from Tanglin to
Dhoby Ghaut gets its famous light-up from November
through early January, and the evening walk beneath
it is the closest thing Singapore has to a Christmas
ritual. Go after 7pm, start at one end, and let the kids
burn out somewhere around Somerset.

Christmas Wonderland at Gardens by the Bay

The city's big festive fair: luminarie light sculptures, carnival
rides, a festive market and nightly "snow". It's crowded, it's

commercial, and the kids will talk about it until Easter. Book
tickets early for weekend slots.

34



Tanglin Mall

A quieter institution. Its nightly foam-snow flurries
have been delighting small children for decades, and
watching a toddler meet "'snow" at 29 degrees is a
core Singapore memory. Free, sweet and blissfully
low-effort.

Universal Studios and Sentosa

The island usually runs a full festive programme, and
USS dresses itself up with seasonal shows and character
meet-and-greets. Best for families with primary-schoolers
who still believe, or teens who'll tolerate it for the rides.

Chijmes and the churches

For the actual reason for the season, Chijmes' restored
chapel makes a stunning festive backdrop, and
churches across the island, from St Andrew's Cathedral
downwards, hold carol and Christmas Eve services that
welcome newcomers. Midnight mass in the tropics,
windows open to the humidity, is its own kind of magic.

Your own condo or void deck

The quiet local truth: much of Singapore's Christmas
happens at home, over log cakes from neighbourhood
bakeries and turkey from the supermarket's order form
(put yours in by early December). Your first year, say
yes to every gathering you're invited to. That's where the
season actually lives here.

One admin note: specific events, dates and ticket prices change yearly, so check listings
from November. The light-up, though, you can count on.
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Keepm% teeth healthy

1Noapore:
Guide to family & kids’ dentists

A trip to the dentist can feel overwhelming for young children — the unfamiliar noises,
tools, and prodding can all seem intimidating. That’s why choosing a kid-friendly dentist is
key to helping them feel safe and at ease. Good news: we've rounded up the top paediatric

dental clinics, plus helpful tips to make your little one’s first visit to the dentist go as
smoothly as possible!

It's recommended to bring the kiddos to them through it before heading over and
the dentist at least once every six months book a time slot when they’ll be

— as soon as their first tooth sprouts or well-rested. Ensuring they have a good
when they turn one. Make sure you talk routine will make visits less painful as well!

Some kids’ dentists in Singapore to take note of:

| AllSmiles Dental World | Gentle Dental Group | My Little Teeth

Several locations across Several locations across Clinics in Orchard and
Singapore Singapore Woodleigh
allsmilesdental.sg gentledental.com.sg mylittleteeth.com

For more, we've compiled a list of the best kids’ dentists in Singapore — pick the one that's
close by or best suited for your kids’ needs!
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https://honeykidsasia.com/kids-dentist-visits-in-singapore/
https://www.allsmilesdental.sg/
https://www.gentledental.com.sg/kids
https://www.mylittleteeth.com/

24-hour
clinics

to have on speed dial

Dealing with a health concern in the middle of the night? For non-urgent issues, you can
skip the ER and head to a 24-hour clinic or after-hours doctor instead — it's quicker and
helps keep emergency rooms available for true emergencies.

24-hour medical centres to bookmark:

Thompson Medical
24-Hour Family Clinic

339 Thomson Road,

Thomson Medical Centre
#01-01, Singapore 307677

6350 8812

Unihealth 24-Hour Clinic

Five locations in Toa Payoh, Jurong
East, Yishun, Tampines, and Punggol

Mount Elizabeth Urgent Care Centre

Orchard

3 Mount Elizabeth,
Singapore 228510

6731 2218

Novena

38 Irrawaddy Road,
Singapore 329563

6933 0100

DA 24-Hour Virtual Clinic
Online, from anywhere in Singapore

Some handy tips to remember:

v vy

family.

v Vv

Babies and toddlers bleed a lot, even from tiny cuts, especially on the head and hands.
Bring your child’'s passport, ID, and credit card to the hospital or clinic.
Panic can cloud judgement — keep an emergency plan on the fridge and review it with

A first aid course for minor injuries is always helpful.
Keep a well-organised first aid kit handy.

We've compiled a full list of 24-hour family clinics across Singapore so you can keep them

on hand if an emergency strikes!
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https://honeykidsasia.com/24-hour-family-clinic-gp-singapore/
https://www.thomsonmedical.com/thomson-24-hour-family-clinic
https://www.thomsonmedical.com/thomson-24-hour-family-clinic
https://www.unihealthclinic.sg/
https://doctoranywhere.com/da-virtual-clinic/
https://www.mountelizabeth.com.sg/24hr-urgent-care-centre/overview

The most important
foundation your
children need...

IS you.

Before homework, activities and achievements
comes a mother with the energy to be present.

CALM is where the protocol begins -
pharmacutical grade magnesium glycinate,
zero fillers.

By Dr Cheryl Kam: Doctor of 20 years, mum
of five, zero patience for wellness theatre.

Sleep first. Everything else follows.

wearematre.com - @wearematre
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of School Acronyms every parent needs to know

Don’t know your IB from your IGCSE? Past the point where it's acceptable
to ask? Our trusty guide to school acronyms should sort you out.
Yup, it’s time to drop that sheepish grin — we’re here to educate!

AP: CBSE:

Advanced Placement Central Board of

an American program Secondary Education

which offers college-level a Board of Education for

curricula and examinations schools, under the Union
to high school students. Government of India.




IGCSE:

EAI': International General
English as an Certificate of
Additional Language Secondary Education
an English language
curriculum based on

GCE O levels.

IBDB:

International
Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme a two-year
educational programme
for 16- to 18 year-olds.

STEAM:

Programs that include
Science, Technology,
Engineering/
Entrepreneurship, Arts
and Mathematics.

PYP:

Primary Years
Programme
an educational program
managed by the IB for
students aged three to
12 years.

ILP:
Individual Learning UNI:

Program

University
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ONE WORLD

INTERNATIONAL
ONE
STE P C LOSE R Through our world-class
international curricula at One
World International School in
To BECO M I N G Singapore, we offer more than

just academics; we provide a
A G Lo BAL holistic education that nurtures

global understanding and
CITIZE N cultural appreciation.

By fostering an environment of

kindness, we empower students

to become compassionate global

citizens who understand and
respect the world around them.

Join us for our Open House and
discover how we will support
your child to embark on a
journey of discovery, connection,
and understanding.

Meet our
school leaders

at our upcoming
Open House events
James Sweeney James Morris Angela Henderson

Head of School, Head of School, Head of School, Scan to join our
OWIS Nanyang OWIS Digital Campus OWIS Newton Open House

OWIS Campuses in Singapore
Nanyang (Jurong West) | Punggol Digital Campus | Newton

& +65 6914 6700
&9 admissions.sg@owis.org

. OowISs Dlgltal OWIS Ncmyang OWIS Newton
® owis.org/sg Campus Campus Campus
® Whatsapp +65 8399 1407 P P P

One World International School is a part of the Global Schools Group that is shaping the future of education in an increasingly interconnected world

O Shas 64 campuses 11 countries 45,000 students G 5 3

W Group Awards

One World International School campuses around the world: Singapore | Japan | Saudi Arabia | India

) c bridge A " One World Infernational School Curriculum Pathway IB PYP > IGCSE > IBDP or A-levels
0 |ni'e':n;1|§§al panpebiond AN trust ne World fmernationa’ >chool owyis Nanyang and OWIS Digital Campus are accredited for the IB PYP, Cambridge
Cambridee International School CULISN CPE Reg No: 200800495N IGCSE and IBDP. OWIS Digital Campus is registered to deliver the Cambridge
€ Validity 24/02/2023 10 23/02/2027  |nternational A-Levels. OWIS Newton is a Candidate School for the PYP.



HSBC Premier Mastercard for up
to 48,500 KrisFlyer miles and a
SGD200 reward voucher”.

Scan QR code below to learn more:

N HSBC ‘ Opening up a world of opportunity

*When you bank, spend and purchase eligible wealth products or insurance policies with us. SGD deposits are insured up to S$100K
by SDIC. Investments involve risks, including possible loss of principal. Protected up to specific limits by SDIC.
AExclusively for HSBC Premier customers. T&Cs apply.




School Directory

ACS (International)
acsinternational.edu.sg

Brighton College (Singapore)
brightoncollege.edu.sg

Dover Court
International School

dovercourt.edu.sg

EtonHouse International
School and Pre-School

etonhouse.edu.sg

HWA International School
hwa.edu.sg

Integrated
International School

iis.edu.sg

Melbourne
International School

melis.edu.sg

Astor International School
astor.edu.sg

ClS s,
® J School
Canadian
International School

cis.edu.sg

Dulwich College (Singapore)
singapore.dulwich.org

German European School
Singapore

gess.edu.sg

Holland International School
hollandinternationalschool.sg

School
International Community
School (Singapore)

ics.edu.sg

ISS International School
iss.edu.sg

Australian
International School

als.com.sg

Chatsworth
International School
chatsworth.com.sqg

Global Indian
International School
singapore.globalindianschool.org

Hwa Chong
International School

hcis.edu.sg

International French
School (Singapore)
ifs.edu.sg

Invictus International School
invictus.edu.sg

Knightsbridge House
International School

kbh.edu.sg
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https://singapore.globalindianschool.org/
https://www.ais.com.sg/
https://www.cis.edu.sg/
https://singapore.dulwich.org/
https://www.hcis.edu.sg/
https://www.ifs.edu.sg/
https://www.astor.edu.sg/
https://www.nordangliaeducation.com/dcis-singapore/admissions/book-a-visit?utm_source=honeykids&utm_medium=paid_referral&utm_campaign=honeykids_paid_referral_awareness_education_guide_dcis&utm_term=sep_2026
https://www.gess.edu.sg/
https://www.hollandinternationalschool.sg/en/
https://www.ics.edu.sg/
https://www.brightoncollege.edu.sg/
https://www.chatsworth.com.sg/
https://www.etonhouse.edu.sg/
https://www.hwa.edu.sg/
https://iis.edu.sg/
https://www.acsinternational.edu.sg/
https://www.invictus.edu.sg/
https://www.kbh.edu.sg/
https://www.melis.edu.sg/
https://www.iss.edu.sg/

One World
International School

owis.org

Singapore Korean
International School
skis kr

RD American School
RD American School

rdas.edu.sg

St. Joseph's Institution
International Preschool
sji-internationalpreschool.com.sqg

Stamford American
International School

sais.edu.sg

The Grange Institution &
International Preschool
thegrange.edu.sg

The Perse School (Singapore)
perse.edu.sg

Westbourne College
Singapore
westbournecollege.com.sg

Nexus International
School (Singapore)
nexus.edu.sg

SPGS INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL |SINGAPORE|

SPGS International School
(Singapore)
spgssingapore.edu.sg

°ﬁJ° MANASSEH
&Y MEVER
.................

Sir Manasseh Meyer
International School

smmis.edu.sg

Swiss School in Singapore
swiss-school.edu.sg

The GUILD
International College
theguild.edu.sg

The Winstedt School
winstedt.edu.sg

XCL World Academy
xwa.edu.sg

North London Collegiate
School (Singapore)
nlcssingapore.sq

Overseas Family School
ofs.edu.sg

Singapore American School
sas.edu.sg

St. Joseph's Institution
International
sji-international.com.sg

Tanglin Trust School
tts.edu.sg

The Japanese School
Singapore
sjs.edu.sg

United World College of South
East Asia
uwcsea.edu.sg

Yuvabharati
International School
yuvabharathi.sg

45


https://www.sji-internationalpreschool.com.sg/
https://www.nexus.edu.sg/
https://nlcssingapore.sg/
https://owis.org/sg/
https://www.ofs.edu.sg/
https://www.skis.kr/
https://smmis.edu.sg/
https://www.sji-international.com.sg/
https://www.sais.edu.sg/
https://www.swiss-school.edu.sg/en/
https://www.tts.edu.sg/
https://www.thegrange.edu.sg/
https://www.theguild.edu.sg/
https://www.sjs.edu.sg/
http://www.perse.edu.sg/
https://winstedt.edu.sg/
https://www.uwcsea.edu.sg/
https://westbournecollege.com.sg/
https://www.xwa.edu.sg/
https://www.yuvabharathi.sg/
http://www.rdas.edu.sg/
https://www.sas.edu.sg/
https://spgssingapore.edu.sg/
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